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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN FIELD Ssnwdt—:

Cheyenne River Agency.
Cheyenne #Agencys Se. Das
- April 12, 1926.

, Mr. J. A. Shoemaks, Secretary,
1 : National Custer Memorial Assn.,
. ' Billings, Montana,

Dgar ¥r. Shosmake:;

I em in receipt of your favor of April 5,
and agreeables with your reguest list below ths living
Indians of this resservation who sctually participated
In the Custer Battle of 1876.

.f UVeeful Heart ~ 8tandg Straddle?\ )
—t L oses Hawk Bear .~ ¥oses Stralght Heads
- .Raised Him . Shell Necklace- N

Elias Elk Headw” Puts On His Shoes~
) Bad 7arriol em v Charles Corun
r Brave.—-- ~Lons Eagle {’?\
: Combing . Firgt Eagle-
' Scar Lege ./ Jameg Spotted Eagle-
Swirft Bear- _~Beer Chasingé :
- Hed EBEird v Ray Eagle chasging~”
~Clowmn v’ Joseoh Eagle Chasing’
i Thite Hawk ‘Brown Tolf- . ~
Little Dog* Did Xot Go Homs<:
Standing Elk v Lazy 7hita Bull-<
. Horseshos : Fine ¥esther
Runs The Enemy . Black Body-
Sootted Rabbite 7 Iron People -
Eagla Thundsr s ~3wift DOg
Full Stomach - George Red Horael
Jozaprh Warrior Bla-ck-Bull,.- _ -
sJonn Crow #- Black Tonguse ; A/\J
e /Henry Bear Thundor A Tauvl Fat GClown/

4 We do not have any rucord ip this office to

ghow the names of the Indlans of this reservation who

took pert in thet batile but I hsve obtained tho fore-

golng list from several Indiens who took vert and I be-

lieve that it 1s fairly accurate. Some of ths older men are
. now widowers but the majJority of them have wives and if it

-~ 18 the plar Of your assoclatlon to have a reunion of these
old warriors on the battlefield, T suggsest that you arrange
also to have thelr wives accompany them. )
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I do not k;gg whethar it 1a A nlen nf poun
sagaonclation tp have 8 Supserintendents of ithe several

Sioux reservations accompany . their panple or pot but if
such 1s the plan, please accept my sssurance that I shall
be glad to do evarything in my power to malcc this gather-
Ing successful in every way. For your information I

‘might state that I also have a regueat from Commlusloner

Burke to furnish him with s ligt of these Indians and
that I am today furnishing him the same namssg a&s glven
you heredn,

Wishing you all the guccess thet such a move~
ment aa thls desefves, I am,

Very truly yours,

ﬁ/@/fgwﬁzg
R. . Craige,

RCC/WM * Surarintendent.
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'DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

UNITED STATES INDIAN FIELD SERVIGE

Cheyenne River Agency,
Cheyenne Agensy, S. .,
April 21, 1926.

Br. J. A. Sbhosmake, Secretary,
nutlonal Custer Memarial Ass'n.,
Billings, sontana.

Deer #r. Shoemake:

Since writing my lettar of April 12, in which

1 geve you & 1liat of the living Indiens of this res-

ervation who participated in the Custer rattle of
1876, I heve had the opportunity to cheok over the
gsrme wWith some of the indiane livirg on the west glde
of the regservation and I now belisve it advisable -
to oliminate from the 1list e&s glven you the rames of
Elias plk deed, Clown, Swift Dog and Blackbull.

The fndiane of the west side of the regsrvetion,
where most of the Custer Hettle survivors live, are
positive that these four men dld not actuaslly par-
ticipate in thea fight, glving as their reason that
they were oply boys from ten to twalve vears of age
and too young to tske part. I have checked these
statemcsn ts ageinst the records of this offies and
find them to be tme. There ig no doubt but that
these four men wara present at the time of the battlo
but they were in the Indier camp on the opposite 8idé
of the river from the battlo &rd did not esobtually
take any part in it. For this reason i belizve thet
the nomeo of these fouyxr men should be elimiunetled
from the list a3 previously submitted, leaving forty -
persons whom I uwm sstisfled, from the very best in-
formation thet [ cen obtain, actually took pext in
the battle.

vyery truly yours,

R. C. Craige,

RCC: GL . Suverintendent.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

* UNITED 8TATes INDIAN FIELD SERVIGE

Cheyenne River Agency,
Cheyenne Agency, S. D.,
May 21, 1926. :

Mr. J. A. Shoemsker, Secretary,
Kational Custer lMemorisl Ags'n.,
Billings, Mont.

Dear Mr. Shocmaker:

Agreeable with your letter of May 13, I have carefully
congidered the forty living survivors of the Custer Battle
now on this reservation gnd submit the following names
of those whom I believe may bs sble to make the trip to
the battle field: ~

Reided Him - Shell Necil ace:

Bad Warrior - Puta On His Shoas-
Comb ing . vCharles Corn -

Sacar Legv- First Eagle .

Swift Bear - Jemeg Spotted Zagle-
Little Dog. vRay Zagle Chaelng .-
Spotted Habbit . v Jogeph “agle Chasing-
Bagle Thunder- Brown Wolf:

Full Stomach - Did Not Go Home v
Jooeph Warrior - Lazy White Bull.

Moses Straight Head- Black Body -
George fed Horgs-

It will be noted that this 1ist includes twenty-three
names but because of the extreme age of these o0ld braves,
I Dbelieve that at leest three of them will eliminste
themselvea by the time it 1s necesszary to gstart for the
Battle Field. It was not e difficult matter to remove
seventesn from the list because there are s few who do not
want to " go, some of them are s0 extremely o0l1d that it
wonld ‘be really dangerons for them tn undertake such.a
strenuous trip avd a2 few of them, at least three, are \
erippled end mnot at all active.

e moet of the twenty who will go will start from
Dupree, a few from Zagle Butte, and the remainder from _
InFlent.— I have mede Inquiries =md bhave leurned that the ..
one way full fare from Dupree, 10 the Crow Agency, 1is

LS

e e e s s ey e ey BT, USRI




